


































       
 

 

 

 

Mr. Michael Finley 

Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Commission 

4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE  

Salem, OR 97302  

 

Re: Petition for Marten Harvest rule amendments to OAR 635- 050 

 

Dear Chair Finley and Members of the Commission,  

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide our shared comments on proposed rulemaking for 

marten harvest west of I-5. The Oregon Forest & Industries Council and the Oregon Farm 

Bureau have previously and continuously stated opposition to the proposed amendments via the 

petition for rulemaking accepted by the Commission August 3, of 2018. It is our shared belief 

that the acceptance of that petition and the proposed amendments represent a perilous course of 

action that begins to erode the standard agency driven public process for rulemaking. Further, the 

petition was founded on a lack of sufficient scientific evidence to support both the claims of 

harm from trapping and the effectiveness of the amendments in addressing the suppositional 

population threat.  

 

The best place for sound science-based management of Oregon’s wildlife, both game and non-

game species lies within recommendations of the staff at ODFW. The process of repeatedly 

petitioning the Commission for piecemeal actions via rulemaking will inevitably lead to a 

counterproductive, misguided, and unwieldy process of public policy.  

 

ORS 183.390 exists for the public to request the promulgation, amendment or repeal of a rule of 

an agency. The statute establishes clear criteria for these petitions. It concerns us that groups 

have politicized the Commission to operate counter to the statute with a petition under the 

Oregon APA founded on the beginnings of a scientific review of a species population. Should an 

urgent need for protection of the coastal marten or any species in Oregon arise, the Department 

would either engage in rulemaking or accept a scientifically supported petition. In this specific 

example, there has not been a single documented take from fur harvest activities of a coastal 

marten since 2014.  

 

The required data the trapping community provides through their mandatory reporting is well 

established and invaluable in the management of other species. We believe that the broad brush 

of banning trapping of marten west of I-5 would not only miss the mark for conservation of the 

species but may inadvertently remove a valuable tool for information collection.  

 



       
 

 

 

 

Additionally, banning tree sets in the National Forests would only serve to continue the gradual 

erosion of potentially necessary management tools, while simultaneously introducing 

complicated enforcement goals. Taken together the original proposed amendments invoke 

admonishment of trapping in general. Despite precise data showing the contrary, these actions 

appear to seek a solution without clear evidence of a problem. The only certainty in setting 

policy in this manner lies in impeding valuable management tools which can impact our ag 

producers, foresters, and agencies’ ability to monitor populations and address threats.  

 

Our concern is that agencies’ boards and commissions will continue to be pressured through the 

petition process and the intention of the designed rulemaking becomes obsolete. There is danger 

in establishing precedent of commissions being pressured into acting unilaterally to accept and 

reward these efforts. As our organizations recognize that, identifying compromise to establish 

workable policy by engaging with ODFW staff is critical. Our impacted communities have 

agreed to demonstrate through leadership that while we don’t agree with the premise, we still 

believe in the need to participate and be productive. 

 

To that end, our organizations are supportive of the proposed amendment to the regulations set 

forth by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, to close Marten trapping in the Oregon 

Dunes National Recreation Area and require all marten carcasses taken west of I-5 be turned in 

to ODFW within five days.  We would stop short of supporting anything beyond that.  

 

Thank you for taking our testimony and considerations. We look forward to our ongoing work 

with both the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Commission. 

 

 

 

 

 

Kyle Williams           

Director of Forest Protection 

Oregon Forest & Industries Council 

 

 

 

 

Jonathan Sandau 

Oregon Farm Bureau Federation 

 




